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Catalogue Description:                                                                    

French 051 0101 - French First Course: Pronunciation and basic structures, speech patterns, reading, and writing skills. Writing assignments, as appropriate to the discipline, are part of the course.
Students the course is expected to serve: French 101 is an introductory 4 credit hour course open for enrollment by all students with no prior knowledge of French language. If you have taken French before discuss this matter with your instructor for an assessment.
Pre-requisite: None

National Standards for Foreign Language Learning (developed by ACTFL): This course provides opportunities for students to gain experience in the following national standards:
COMMUNICATION: Communication in languages other than English

1.1           Interpersonal communication
1.2           Interpretive communication
1.4           Presentational communication

CULTURES: Gain knowledge and understanding of other cultures
2.1           Practices of culture
2.2           Products of culture

CONNECTIONS: Connect with other disciplines and acquire information
3.1           Furthering connections
3.2           Acquiring information

COMPARISONS: Develop insights into the nature of language and culture
4.1           Language comparisons
4.2           Cultural comparison

COMMUNITIES: Participate in multilingual communities at home and around the world
5.1           School and community
5.2           Life-long learning

Our Course objectives: 

1. Develop your oral and conversational skills. 

2. Increase your cultural awareness of The Francophone World and examine current French and Francophone cultural issues.
3. Acquire the fundamentals of French grammar structure and pronunciation (speaking, reading, listening, and writing) through exercises in reading, writing, and conversation, as well as cultural aspects through French Films, music and some literary pieces suited for beginners. 
4. Learn a variety of learning strategies through individual and group activities in class, in the language lab as well as daily preparation. 
5. Learn to describe events and people, and narrate events in the present and future tense. French 101 will cover material contained in the first 8 chapters of Voilà. 

Learning Outcomes: At the end of the class,

1. Students should be able to speak about chapter topics in French.
2. Students should be able to understand and appreciate everyday elements of all francophone cultures.

3. Students should be able to use the present tense of simple verbs and main irregular verbs, as well as use articles, prepositions, possessive and demonstrative adjectives, interrogative expressions, the near future, stress pronouns, numbers, expressions for time and weather.
4. Students should be able to describe themselves and simple actions in the present.

5. Students should be able to read and understand French passages based on chapter topics and vocabulary.

6. Students should be able to comprehend spoken French passages based on chapter topics and vocabulary.

7. Students should be able to write in simple French based on the 8 first chapter’s topics and vocabulary, namely present tense of regular and about 16 irregular verbs, formation and agreement of adjectives, direct and indirect objects and the complements, different types of adjectives and pronouns.
Methods of Instruction: 

Teaching, learning and assessment are designed to enable students to achieve the learning outcomes described in this syllabus. The class will be conducted in French about 90% of the time. However, there will be little formal lecture. You will find that this class has a very strong oral orientation, since oral work is a very efficient way to learn French. Any sentence you can say, you can read. The reverse is not true. In fact, learning to read and write an expression before mastering it orally can slow down your language learning.

In order to gain proficiency in oral and written French we will emphasis on developing correctness and fluency in everyday situations. Regular methods of instruction include dictation, phonetic transcriptions, discussions and conversation, short compositions and lab exercises, audio/visual clips, grammar drills to reinforce the correct use of grammar as well as sentence structure. 

Methods of Assessment: 

A variety of modes of communication are used to ascertain successful progress toward the course objectives.  
1. In this class there would be an emphasis on your participation in class and you will be expected to take part actively in tasks like small group and pair work, role play, and individual or group presentations. 
2. A basic understanding of grammar, vocabulary, and Francophone cultural awareness is assessed through classroom participation (both oral and written). 

3. Completion of an autobiography in French, as well as completion of a FILM PAPER describing one or several of the characters in the chosen film for the semester. 

4. The degree of success in the mid-term and final oral presentation (invented Dialogue) with your partner and your ability to respond to questions asked by your fellow classmates (measured by analytical rubric and graded separately for each individual).

5. The degrees of success in regular tests, occasional quizzes, and the final exam.  Tests and quizzes typically employ both analytic and integrative tasks.  Learners who do not indicate successful progress toward the noted educational objectives are notified at least midway through the term. 
6. Your ability to listen to and understand texts or conversations suited for the French 101 level and to summarize them and answer questions about it. 

SOME COURSE POLICIES: 
• Plagiarism & Cheating: “The act of taking ideas, writings, etc. from another and passing them off as one’s own.”  Copying to any extent is unacceptable.  It is a form of cheating, and cheating is not tolerated.  Any work submitted for a grade must be your own.  Evidence of plagiarism (any work turned in that is not uniquely yours) the first time will result in a ZERO for students involved.  A repeated incidence of cheating or plagiarism will be forwarded to the Judiciary Board for review.  With respect to tutors, if you seek the assistance of a tutor or French-speaking person, be aware of the extent to which your tutor assists you in your work.  You may be asked to re-do work that appears to have too much assistance in order to receive credit for your work.  Again, work submitted must be your own.  Any form of cheating is not tolerated.

Use of translating/ writing programs or online-websites for assignment is not permitted.
As cited in Truman College Catalogue “Plagiarism refers to the act of using another person’s words or works as one’s own without citing the original author. Penalties for plagiarism vary 
and can include earning zero credit for an assignment or failing the class. See the Academic Integrity Policy the Students Handbook”. 

· Use of tutors: Use of a tutor is to help you learn to perform on your own, not to do your homework for you; so if you use a tutor on an assignment, you need to include their name and email on your work. 

• Cell phones - Please do not bring a cell phone to class, or, be certain that it is turned OFF during class time.  If your phone rings, you will be asked to leave, with all due respect, until our next class meeting.  If you are expecting an "emergency" phone call during class time, please do not come to class.

French Tutor:  The French tutor’s name is Jellal and his hours will be posted by the 
language lab, room 2100, as soon as possible.  Please sign in and out when using the lab and getting help from him. Please consult the language lab policy manual as well.
Weekly plan:     
Topical outline:
	Semaine
	In Class 
	A lire /à préparer 

(to read/ to prepare)
	A faire et A Rendre: 

(To Do and Turn in) 

	1. août        26

                   28
	Introduction / Leçon 1

Leçon 1
	You don’t need to take any notes in class. All we do will be posted on the blackboard everyday after class. 
IT IS YOUR RESPONSIBILITY TO FIND OUT YOUR BLACKBOARD USER NAME AND PASSWORD TODAY AND ACCESS YOUR BLACKBOARD DAILY TO FIND OUT YOUR HOMEWORK AND STUDY YOUR CLASSNOTES. 


	Remember no late works are accepted, so follow this syllabus closely. 

--Devoirs:  Familiarize yourself with your book, our website, our lab language programs and the syllabus.



	2. sept          2

                   4
	Leçon 1 / 

Lab Visit, Don’t miss it. 

Leçon 1 / Épreuve I
	Use this space to write what you have to read for class:

An Épreuve is an exam. 
	On this section, write down assignments due in class. 

	3. sept         9

                   11
	Leçon 2

Leçon 2
	
	Assignments?  

	4. sept         16

                   18
	Leçon 2 / Épreuve II

Leçon 3
	
	 Assignments?

 

	5. sept         23

                   25
	Leçon 3

Leçon 3 / Épreuve III
	 
	 Assignments?

	6. sept         30
  oct             2
                     
	Leçon 4

Leçon 4
	Start Preparing for oral Presentation: Due on October 14th. Read the hand out carefully. Questions? Let me know now. Don’t wait till the last minute.
	 Assignments?  

	7. oct           7

                   9
	Leçon 4 / Épreuve IV

Leçon 5
	Let me know how your oral presentation preparations are coming along! Questions? Problems!
	Assignments?

	8. oct          14

                   16                
	Présentation Orale:
NO NOTES ALLOWED!

Leçon 5
	Midterm grade= 8 week grad

Ask me how you could improve your grade please. 
	 Assignments?

	9. octobre    21

                   23
	Leçon 5 / Épreuve V
Leçon 6
	
	Assignments?  



	10. oct         28

                   30
	Leçon 6

Leçon 6
	
	 Assignments?

 

	11. nov         4

                    6
	Épreuve VI / Leçon 7

Leçon 7
	
	Assignments?  



	12. nov        11

                   13
	Leçon 7
Leçon 7 / Épreuve VII
	November 17th is the Last day for student initiated withdrawal
	 Assignments?

 

	13. nov        18

                   20
	Leçon 8

Leçon 8
	Start Preparing for the second Oral Activity, Due on December 4th.   


	Assignments?



	14. nov        25

                   27
	Leçon 8
Thanks Giving
	Let me know how your oral presentations are coming along! 
No class today !
	 Assignments?

 

	15. déc        2

                  4
	Leçon 8

Second Orale Skit
NO NOTES ALLOWED!
	
	Assignments?



	16. déc        9

                  11
	FINAL EXAM

Film
	No make-ups! Don’t miss The Final Exam.

Your final grades are ready, if you like to find out. 
	


Methods of Evaluation: 

♥ Participation:  Your participation is 20% of your Final Grade. 

Just attending in class doesn’t mean you will acquire a good participation grade. 

Don’t be afraid of making mistakes as long as you participate actively in class, practice and prepare regularly before coming to class.
• Attendance & Punctuality – Since class participation is an integral part of the work of this course, absences will affect your on-going performance throughout the semester and your final course grade. YOU MUST COMMUNICATE WITH ME IN CASE YOU ARE MISSING A CLASS, OTHERWISE I WILL CALL YOU!!!! You remain responsible for any information or assignments presented in class, including those classes you have missed for any reason.  Exceptions:  an emergency, in which case you will not return and will explain the circumstances to me later, or a meeting or other appointment which necessitates your leaving class early.  In this case, you must explain to me before class begins that you have such an appointment, and secure my permission to leave.  If the requirements of your major, sports participation, extra-curricular activity or any personal difficulty put you in a situation where you must miss classes, you should consider withdrawing from this course and taking it in a semester when your schedule is less demanding.  Medical emergencies, however, which can be verified by a physician’s letter and which have caused you to be absent for a mid-term or final examination, will be considered valid excuses and will be taken into consideration as part of your application for retesting.  During the fall semester more than three (3) absences is considered excessive and will affect your final course grade as follows:  five (5) points will be deducted from your final course grade for each absence beyond THREE.  Also, please note that students are expected to arrive on time.  Three (3) late arrivals are equal to one class absence.  If you leave class before class is completed without approval, you will be marked absent.
Work on the following to get your full 20% of participation grade and refer to the class participation rubric: 

· Be on time. 

· Turn off your cell-phone. 

· Follow the course syllabus carefully. 

· Print the class notes from the blackboard each time and bring them to class. Please purchase a three-punch spiral folder and have all your class notes in there. 

· At the end of each class note on the blackboard, I will place certain exercises for you to do and bring to class. At the beginning of each class, I will check to make sure that you have printed and brought them to class. 

· Read the chapters in advance, and prepare the work that is due for that day. 

· Volunteer, and actively participate in class discussions and group work. 

· Listen to the CD that accompanies your book and work on your pronunciation of each 
word listed in the sections “Vocabulaire de base” and “Vocabulaire supplémentaire”.  Memorize these words. 

· Practice reading the section called: “Le français parlé” by listening to your CD. Work on 
your pronunciation.

· Practice reading the section called: “Vocabulaire”. Work on your pronunciation. 

♦ ORAL PRESENTATION:  Each one of your two oral presentations is 10% of your final grade. 

You will have 2 Oral activities during this semester. 
Your presentation will be 10 % of your final grade and an absence means zero. Refer to the Oral Presentation handout and Rubric for detailed explanations. 

► Épreuves:  Each Épreuve is 10% of your final grade. You will have a total of 7 Épreuves and one of your Épreuves’ grade will be dropped. There are no make-ups given for missed Epreuves. SO plan ahead. 
Épreuves are 40 to 50 minutes evaluations of global skills at the end of each lesson which will include: Listening, reading, and writing sections like those in your daily lesson plan notes and exercises.  

Be on time or your will possibly miss the oral part of your test which will be performed at the beginning of each Épreuve.
(Midterm grade: Your midterm grade in this class is an evaluation of your performance in the first eight weeks of class.  You will be given a handout with the details of your performance in the mentioned components. Please come see me to find out how you can improve your grade. 

▼ Final exam:  Your final exam makes up 10% of your final grade. 

Date:       December 9th.

NO INCOMPLETES GIVEN UNLESS THE HEAD OF THE DEPARTMENT ASKS ME TO GRANT YOU ONE!!!!

Total Percentage: 

Daily Participation 
20%

Epreuve 1

10%


Epreuve 2

10%



Epreuve 3 

10%    

Epreuve 4 

10%

Epreuve 5

10%

Epreuve 6

10%


Epreuve 7

10%
(you will have a total of 7 epreuves and one will be dropped)
First Oral Skit

10%


Second Oral Skit 
10%   

Final


20%


Total percentage gained in this class is 120%

Recommended Text: 


Required Material:

Voilà! An Introduction to French- FIFTH EDITION with free text Audio Cds

Note that you can purchase your book on the Internet, new or used for a bargain price. However you must have a FIFTH EDITION book. 

YOU WILL NEED TO HAVE ACCESS TO A PRINTER. CLASS NOTES AND HOMEWORKS WILL BE POSTED ON THE BLACKBOARD AND YOU NEED TO BE ABLE TO PRINT AND BRING THEM TO CLASS.

We will use this book for French 102 as well. 



   Materials provided at the language lab:       

Room 2100
1. Voilà!  FIFTH EDITION Student Multimedia CD-ROM

2. Système-D 4.0- Writing Assistant for French

3. Voilà!  FIFTH EDITION Lab Audio CDs
Please note: 

Please take name and phone number/email address of at least two other students in my class (for group study, questions about assignments, etc)

1) ______________________________________________
2) ______________________________________________
Register now for French 102 for the Spring semester!!!! 
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